A Vision for Transport in Exeter in 2030

This version December 2009, but our vision continues to develop and evolve.
In 2030 the city of Exeter is a much safer, healthier and less noisy place than it was in 2009. Local communities and facilities have been revitalised, and residential streets are once again places where people meet and children can play.

Traffic speed is limited to 20 miles per hour within the built up area of Exeter (as now beginning in Alphington and throughout Portsmouth). With little speed advantage over the bicycle, far more people choose to cycle than to drive within the city. A range of very light weight electric vehicles is available for those with mobility impairments. 

In the city centre, the segregations on the street which favoured road traffic and allowed it to travel too fast have been removed over a gradually widening area, together with pedestrian crossings and traffic lights – pedestrians always have priority over bikes and cars. Now it has become automatic behaviour to drive very carefully in the city.

Exeter is served by a system of zero-carbon buses (perhaps these are electric, recharging at certain stops, perhaps they employ flywheels – a number of technical options need to be evaluated), running with high frequency on urban and suburban routes, and able to carry bikes, baggage and goods. For those who need door-to-door transport or to carry heavy luggage, cycle rickshaws and electrically powered taxis or vans can be hired. Taxis are typically shared and cheap. Cycles can be easily hired at bus and train stations. Electric bikes are also popular, providing a boost when needed on hilly terrain, especially when travelling with a child passenger or a laden trailer.
Pedestrians and cycles predominate on residential streets, so there is space for trees, shrubs and fruit bushes and public seating. Some of the redundant larger car parks in the city have been turned into new mixed housing developments with community facilities including local shops. There are now more people living within walking distance of the city centre, but overall there has been a re-ruralization of population as the labour needs of agriculture have increased. The spread of the city into the countryside, which looked such a problem in 2009, has stopped altogether. As long distance transport costs have increased and the price advantages of supermarkets diminished, a great deal more food is being produced in local gardens and on the urban periphery. Small independent shops are better able to source produce locally and have thrived, revitalizing local shopping areas within the city. Local shopping areas are often adjacent to railway station/bus transport connections. Heavitree and St Thomas, with five minute bus services, are attractive local shopping centres, the fresh air scented in spring by cherry and apple blossom. Local schools cultivate former car parks as vegetable gardens.
Long distance freight travels mostly by rail now, and the two rail distribution depots at St David’s and Exmouth Junction are very busy. Here the mini-containers are transferred from rail wagons to the city’s fleet of electric delivery vehicles that can take them on to their final destinations. Like all other traffic in the city, these vehicles are limited to 20 miles per hour. Local post and parcel deliveries are usually made by small cycle vans, again connecting to the railways. There is far less freight overall now that Exeter can meet a lot more of its needs locally, but the railways are still busier than they have been for a century, and there have been some changes to accommodate this. There is a large depot for heavy goods for rail/lorry transfer at the edge of Exeter.
Long distance transport is quickest and most comfortable by train.  The building of more passing loops has enabled far more freight trains to be accommodated on the pre-existing and extended double-track railways, and new platforms at some stations have allowed the passenger train frequency to increase as well. Fast trains and stopping trains alternate on all the main lines, and are timetabled to connect at main hubs, where buses also connect with the trains. Connections are quick and seamless and through tickets are always available. Exeter itself is served by a light rail Metro system running every 15 minutes, with new stations at Newcourt, Alphington, the Met Office, Science Park and Cranbrook. All the main lines and many branch lines have been electrified, enabling the trains to run off local renewably generated power and to save energy by regenerative braking. Many local railway stations on the main lines have been re-opened and some new stations have been built. Many of the lines closed back in the mid-20th century are now being re-constructed, and Ottery-St-Mary, Sidmouth and Tiverton have already been re-connected to the railway network, with more places to follow. The Okehampton- Tavistock line has been re-opened. 

Water-borne freight transport has also started to play an important role again, assisted by sail and technical advances in other motive technologies. The docks at Exeter and Topsham have started working again and the Exeter canal is carrying commercial traffic after a break of many years. Most of the traffic carried by water is regional and national freight, as international trade of bulky goods is much reduced.

On the national road system, since the oil peak the volume of road traffic has been much reduced. Speeds are limited to 50 miles per hour to improve fuel efficiency and safety and to reduce pollution and noise. Few people can afford the fuel to travel far by car, but long distance coaches run from the hub at Sowton, with its excellent local bus connections and affordable taxi services, to similar hubs at national destinations, without the need to traverse city centres. Many of the lanes in the old motorways have become redundant and are being replaced with cycletrack, separated from the road by a linear forest with a mix of native species of trees and bushes for fuel, biodiversity, and food for passing cyclists. Overnight stopping places for long distance cyclists with accommodation and food have given useful income and employment for many small communities near the old motorways.

In rural areas, transport is organised around connections to the railway stations or hubs with regional bus services.  Local connections include community run minibuses, mostly electrically powered, and multi-purpose post vans which carry goods and passengers as well as mail in areas without other bus services. Communities often have car clubs, so that travellers can choose the size of vehicle, and lift-sharing is very common. With so much less traffic on the roads, many people choose to cycle to the local hub or station, sure of being able to find a place to park the bike at the station, or to take it on the bus or train. Through ticketing is always available, and tickets are priced on a marginal cost basis, overheads covered by annual subscription (e.g. a busrider licence, as with a road licence for a car), or by rates, taxes or local precept.  Although it takes longer to get to town than it used to by car, the villages don’t feel cut off because the local shops are once again thriving, and the public transport is better than ever before.
This is our emerging vision for transport in 2030, but it’s not complete yet. What’s your vision? Would you like to join us to develop the vision, and a strategy for how to achieve it? Email transport@transitionexeter.org.uk or phone Gill on 01647 24789 if you’d like to be involved, or come to our next meeting.
