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The problem: Impacts of óbusiness as 

usualô food on Devonôs environment

More food waste produced each year

Impacts and costs of food waste to landfill  

Soil erosion linked to flooding

Other environmental impacts

Dependence on artificial nitrogen ïfossil fuel energy 

scarcity and nitrate run-off issues / nitrate vulnerable 

zones (NVZs) 

Food miles, carbon footprint, climate change



Total food waste = 6.7 million tonnes

Avoidable food waste = 4.1 million tonnes

Possibly avoidable food waste = 1.3 million tonnes

Unavoidable food waste = 1.3 million tonnes
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Foods thrown away whole and 

untouched every day

Potatoes
5.1 million a day

Sausages 
1.2 million a day

Slices of bread
7 million a day

Yoghurt & yoghurt drinks
1.3 million a day

Apples
4.4 million a day

Half of the 
salad we 

buy!



Food Waste disposal 

- a growing challenge

Landfill costs increasing

EU legislation has set limits on the amount of 
waste going to landfill

If Devon County Council exceed this limit they 
face Government fines of £150 per tonne

Fines payable from Council Tax

South West Local Authorities have to divert 
370,000 additional tonnes of biodegradable 
waste between 2010 and 2013 or face fines!



Public opinion



£1 billion per year costs to 

local authorities 

for collecting and 

disposing of food

waste in UK

Environmental damage (as greenhouse gas 
emissions) = 1 in 5 cars in UK


